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Grace, peace, mercy, and love to you from God our Father, the Lord Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit, Amen.
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Christ is bringing is in fact the Holy Spirit.
Christ’s words to us today are said with a sense of  urgency and care. His anxiety over his coming baptism (likely his agony 
at the cross) is bubbling up. At the start of  this chapter Jesus is speaking about his second coming all the while knowing what 
he is about to endure at the cross.
I have read from physicians that the nails driven into Christ’s wrists would have pierced the major nerve running the length 
of  the arm. The ulnar nerve is very sensitive. If  you have ever mistakenly bumped your elbow you have had a glimpse of  the 
power this nerve has at expressing pain. Now, imagine, if  you can, knowing full well that your entire life is running towards the 
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this to draw out why Jesus would say in verse 50 that he was anxious for the coming ‘baptism’, which would be a baptism – or a 
washing – in considerable and unimaginable pain and sorrow. The loss of  the intimacy he had with the Father, the violence and 
violation of  divorce, dejection, and death. All of  this time Jesus is being driven by the Holy Spirit and the strength to seek after 
the will of  the Father. The same spirit indwelling in him, the same Spirit at Pentecost, and the one each of  us received by faith; 
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After declaring his unrighteousness to see the LORD, the seraphim come to him, touching his mouth with the coal from the 
DOWDURI EXUQWRIIHULQJ7KLVSXULÀFDWLRQZLOODOVREULQJGLYLVLRQ,Q-RKQ-HVXVVWDWHVWKDWWKHZRUOGKDWHVWKHPHVVDJHKH
has come to preach. A message of  the renunciation of  the world turning all we take for granted on its head. Later on in Luke 
9 Jesus declares that those who are ashamed of  the Son of  Man in this life, the Son of  Man will also be ashamed of. Paul, in 
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Lord? Would that the Spirit set all in this place ablaze.
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